Revision of the family
Introduction
The common snipe, Gallinago gallinago (Linnaeus) (syns. the Old World snipe, Capella gallinago [Linnaeus] or Scolopax gallinago [Linnaeus], Wilson's snipe, Gallinago delicate [Ord]) (Scolopacidae), is a common wading bird that is generally found in wet meadows and grassy areas, flooded fields, marshes, and along the shores of lakes and streams from tundra to temperate lowlands. In the New World, it ranges from northern Alaska and Canada, southward throughout North America to Columbia, Ecuador and Venezuela, South America (Walters, 1980; American Ornithologist's Union, 1983 ). This species is also found in most of Eurasia, ranging from Iceland in the west, eastward through the British Isles, Scandinavia, Russia, and much of southern Europe to the west coast of the Atlantic ocean in the east (Walters, 1980; American Ornithologist's Union, 1983; Rappole & Blacklock, 1994) . This species was previously assigned to the genus Capella Frenzel, but was reassigned to the genus Gallinago Brisson by Mayr (1963) . There is disagreement among ornithologists as to whether or not southern hemisphere species (the South American snipe, Gallinago paraguaiae [Veillot] and the puna snipe, Gallinago andina Taczanowski [South America], and the African snipe, Gallinago nigripennis Bonaparte [Africa]) are conspecific with G. gallinago (American Ornithologist's Union, 1983) . There have been a number of cyclocoelids reported from this species of scolopacid bird (Table 1) .
